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Waffle Pack Handling User Guide:  

Caution: Proper ESD handling practices per QA1008 should be adhered to at all times when handling ESD sensitive product.
OPENING WAFFLE PACKS
[image: image19.png]



Waffle Pack
Step 1

Remove or cut any ESD tape or quality seals from side or back of waffle pack and/or carrier clips.
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Step 2

Remove carrier clip. For single piece clips, slide the clip off one end while maintain pressure on the waffle pack so as to not allow separation between the waffle pack tray and the lid. Two piece clip shall be removed in a similar fashion except each half of the clip will slide off their respective sides.
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Step 3
Place the waffle pack onto a flat ESD surface. When possible, to avoid separation between the waffle pack and lid, make contact with edge of the surface and carefully slide/roll the waffle pack over and onto the ESD surface. Do not let the waffle pack snap/drop the work surface.
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Roll/Slide Waffle Pack of ESD Surface Edge
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Slide to Working Position
Step 4
OPTIONAL FOR DEVICES KNOWN TO STICK TO INSERT: While holding the lid in place, gently tap the lid. This will help free any devices that are clinging to the paper insert.
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Step 5
Remove the lid carefully. Ensure that the tray is not lifting from the ESD surface with the lid. Misaligned and binding inserts or ill-fitting tray-lid combinations can cause the lid to get stuck. CAUTION: If the lid is stuck to the tray, gently pry the lid from the tray while holding the tray firmly against the ESD surface. NEVER ATTEMPT THIS MIDAIR AS JARRING OF THE TRAY WILL EJECT DEVICES FROM THEIR TRAY POCKETS.
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Prying of Stuck Lid
Step 6
Remove the paper insert(s). If they did not lift with the lid, they should be slid off the waffle pack to minimize lifting of devices within. If any resistance is felt, stop and investigate. It may be likely that one or more devices have stuck to the insert and will need to be returned to their pockets using a tweezers. At no point in this process should any device or tray surface be touched by bare hands so as not to contaminate. Minimal contact with the inserts should also be exercised and handling of the inserts with a tweezers is recommended where possible unless gloves or finger cots are being worn.
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Step 7
Remove die from the tray as needed. If using a tweezers, ensure that the devices are handled from the sides so as not to scratch the top surface of the devices.
CLOSING WAFFLE PACKS

Step 1

Return the insert(s) to the waffle pack tray. Make sure to align each insert so the lid can be applied without interference. 
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Misaligned Insert
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Aligned Insert
Step 2

Place the lid onto the tray while verifying that the chamfered corner on the tray aligns with the chamfered corner of the lid. CAUTION: If the lid does not seat itself when placed over the tray, STOP! DO NOT PRESS IT DOWN! Inspect the stackup for a misaligned insert or foreign object debris. 
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Aligned Chamfers on Corner
Step 3

Remove the waffle pack from ESD surface while continuing to avoid separation between the waffle pack tray and lid. If possible, it is recommended to slide the waffle pack to the ESD surface edge while maintaining pressure to the lid. Once to the edge, transfer the waffle pack off the surface while firmly hold the waffle pack closed. Apply the clip(s) to the waffle pack while holding the waffle pack parallel to the ESD work surface in case a momentary gap occurs.
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Step 4
Ensure that the edge of the clip has not separated the lid from the tray and that the lid is seated evenly around the perimeter of the waffle pack tray.
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Clip(s) capturing both tray and lid.
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Consistant gap around perimeter.
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